Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.037; wR factor = 0.085; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.3.
Related literature
For Schiff base complexes reported by our group, see: Wang (2009) ; Wang & Ye (2011) . For similar zinc complexes, see: Meyer & Roesky (2007) ; Chu et al. (2008) ; Szlyk et al. (2005) ; Reglinski et al. (2002) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Zn(C 20 
Data collection
Bruker SMART CCD area-detector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0.762, T max = 0.788 10161 measured reflections 3724 independent reflections 2607 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.045 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.037 wR(F 2 ) = 0.085 S = 1.01 3724 reflections 261 parameters 3 restraints H atoms treated by a mixture of independent and constrained refinement Á max = 0.37 e Å À3 Á min = À0.28 e Å À3 Table 1 Selected bond lengths (Å ). Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1998) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 1998) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. O and two imine N atoms of the Schiff base ligand, and by one water O atom, forming a square pyramidal geometry. The Zn atom deviates from the least squares plane defined by the four basal donor atoms by 0.449 (2) Å. The Zn-O and Zn-N bond lengths (Table 1 ) are typical and are comparable with those observed in other similar zinc(II) complexes (Meyer & Roesky, 2007; Chu et al., 2008; Szlyk et al., 2005; Reglinski et al., 2002) .
In the crystal structure, adjacent two molecules are linked via intermolecular O-H···O hydrogen bonds, to form a dimer ( Experimental 3-Ethoxysalicylaldehyde (1.0 mmol, 0.166 g) and ethane-1,2-diamine (0.5 mmol, 0.030 g) were dissolved in MeOH (30 ml), to the mixture was added with stirring an aqueous solution (5 ml) of zinc acetate dihydrate (0.5 mmol, 0.110 g). The final mixture was stirred at room temperature for 10 min to give a clear colorless solution. After keeping the solution in air for a week, colorless block-shaped crystals were formed at the bottom of the vessel.
Refinement
The water H atoms were located from a difference Fourier map and refined isotropically, with O-H and H···H distances restrained to 0.85 (1) and 1.37 (2) Å. The remaining H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with C-H distances in the range 0.93-0.97 Å, and with U iso (H) set at 1.2U eq (C) and 1.5U eq (methyl C). bsorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) 
